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More than ever, artists are able to make

green choices in the materials and supplies they use. Many
artists are switching to media and methods that are healthier for
Green Art Supplies 2 themselves and safer for the planet.
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Not All Paints Are Equal

Books: Greening Your At~ 2 With the 40th anniversary of the first Earth Day upon us, it
_ _ seems to make sense to devote this issue, of the Shared Easel,
Greening The Art Studio 3 togreen art and art supplies.

Not All Paints Are Equal

When | was pregnant with my daughter, | went through every

paint tube and replaced them with non-toxic alternatives. At that

time, | learned about the labeling system for art products. AP on

the label indicates that it is an Approved Product, not considered

toxic. CP is a Cautionary Label, which indicates that the product
. 0 contains hazardous ingredients.

Did you know that all cadmium paints are toxic? At first it was

What Others Are Doing 3

Kid Stuff i Earth Day 4

fWhen we heal the
earth, we heal
our sel ve

~David Orr

Continued on Page 2
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Not All Paints Are Equaldcontinued

difficult to get used to the loss of the rich cadmium colors. Now, after a
number of years and a switch to acrylic paints, it seems easy to find
many wonderful AP colors to choose from.

So check your labels. Non-toxic paints are safe for both you and the
planet. For more on art product safety and health labels, click here.

Green Art Supplies and Materials itheme_and _Yar

Acrylic and papers

There are many eco friendly art supplies on the market. Here are some of on canvas

the products available:

s Strathmore Art Papers and Drawing Padsd Strathmore produces a
number of green options.

s [Fabiano Eco White Drawing Paper and Padsd These drawing pads are
made from 100% recycled post consumer pulp.

s Pilot Be Green Pensd Pilot makes a line of pens, pencils, and markers
made from recycled materials.

s Earth Safe Finishesd These eco-friendly acrylic paints, fabric paints,
colorants, stains and more are safe for both the user and the earth.

s Rostow and Jungd Rostow and Jung make water based inks and
materials for non-toxic, safe printmaking.

s Wyland Ecological Mediumsd Wyland has a line of non-toxic mediums
and a brush cleanser.

Find more environmentally friendly art supplies at Eco Art Works and at
Dick Blick Art Materials.

Books to Consider: Greening Your Art

o Ideas for

. H CREATIVE i
1000 Ildeas for Creative Reuse: Remake, Restyle, Recycle, Renew ;MREUSE

by Garth Johnson
1000 Ideas for Creative Reuse is filled with images of innovatively reused Iﬁ‘a a% @ S W A

materials made into artistically creative new ideas.

g GREEN

FOR ARTISTS
SNy =

Green Guide for Artists: Nontoxic Recipes, Green Art Ideas, &
Resources for the Eco -Conscious Artist _ by Karen Michel

Michel assists artists in making eco-conscious choices for their work and
studios. The book contains recipes for DIY art materials, offers safe and
green practices for the workspace, discusses the use of recycled E
materials, and provides a resource guide for eco-friendly materials and
supplies, including helpful web links.

I e GALLERY PROFILES BY KRISTEN HAMPSHIRE


http://www.amazon.com/1000-Ideas-Creative-Reuse-Restyle/dp/1592535402
http://www.amazon.com/Green-Guide-Artists-Resources-Eco-Conscious/dp/1592535186/ref=pd_sim_b_2
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http://www.strathmoreartist.com/greenerOptions.php
http://www.jerrysartarama.com/discount-art-supplies/Paper/Drawing-and-Multimedia-Paper-and-Boards/Fabriano-Drawing-Paper-and-Pads/Fabriano-Eco-White-Drawing-Paper-and-Pads.htm
http://www.pilotbegreen.us/
http://earthsafefinishes.com/
http://www.waterbasedinks.com/
http://wylandsartstudio.com/khxc/index.php?app=ccp0&ns=catshow&ref=mediums
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Greening The Art Studio

Artists can limit their impact on the environment in ways other than their
choice of materials and art processes. Studios are perfect places for found,
used and resold furniture. Reuse of materials and resources saves on money
and minimizes the contribution of waste in our landfills.

Garage sales are great places to find items that enhance your work space. |
managed to find a drafting table in perfect condition, for next to nothing, at a
local yard sale. The art cabinet and shelves were found at other sales. | really
lucked out when | found a large, used wooden easel at a Salvation Army
store, years ago.

Here are some other things to consider:
s Use energy efficient light bulbs.

s Find ways to reuse and repurpose items. (i.e. An unused
closet door can become a great work table.)

s Limit the amount of waste you create.
s Dispose of hazardous materials properly.

§ And for more information, check out the article by
Diane Moses Botkind 12 Ways Artists Can Go Greener

What | 6ve Been Up To

When |1 06m not spending time on my
of writing projects, | am busy producing the monthly newsletter for
LaptopLunches.com. Since | ast October, | 0"
together the pieces for each issue. You can take a look at the newsletters
and see what | 6ve been up to.

Laptop Lunches makes bento style, waste free lunch containers. Their
goal is to promote nutrition along with reducing waste.

What Others Are Doing

Yuken Tenuya is an artist who uses toilet paper rolls and disposable fast food \“V
bags to create tiny little, delicate trees. (The image to the right was created ;

BN
out of a McDonal dés paper bag.) X

In his Noticed Forest project, he cuts a piece out of one of the sides of a bag. £
Then creates a tree from the cut-out, and positions the tree so it stands within =

that very same bag. h‘

Yuken cuts intricate little trees from toilet paper rolls in his Corner Forest By Yuken Tenuya
project. The trees remain attached to the rolls as if they are sprouting from
their point of origin.

Check out the other projects at his site.



http://www.laptoplunches.com/
http://www.laptoplunches.com/newsletters.html
http://www.yukenteruyastudio.com
http://www.yukenteruyastudio.com/en/projects/notice_forest
http://www.yukenteruyastudio.com/en/projects/corner_forest
http://www.yukenteruyastudio.com/projects/
http://www.yukenteruyastudio.com
http://www.dickblick.com/12-ways-artists-can-go-greener/
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Kid Stuff: Earth Day Activities

Here are some ideas for earth friendly art activities and ideas to help
celebrate Earth Day any day. fWe do not inherit the

earth from our ancestors,
we borrow it from our
children. fi

Art From Recycled Materials & Kinderart.com has a long list of art
projects for kids to make from recycled materials.

Make Your Own Recycled Paper o At GreenParent.com there is a
recipe and instructions for making your own recycled paper. Children
will need adult supervision with this project.

~Native American
Proverb

Earth Day Crafts 8 Kaboose.com provides a number of craft projects,
games, and Earth Day related articles and activities.

Earth Day Celebrations & Projects and activities to observe the day can
be found at Suitel101.

SaveTheEarthForKids.com

Links

The Shared Easel Blog
Buddha Art by Wendy Meg Siegel
Southwest Art by Wendy Meq Siegel
JUST CREATE: Express Your Creativity

Look for this in the
next issue of
The Shared Easel
Summer 2010

5 Creative Inspiration CHECK OUT THE GALLERIES, STORES

s More on Music and Art AND E-CARDS
s What Others Are Doing AT www .W ENDYARTS.COM
s Books, Links and More Email: Contact Me Here



http://www.wendymegsiegel.com/gallerylist.htm
http://www.wendymegsiegel.com/store.htm
http://www.wendymegsiegel.com/sendcard/index.php
http://www.wendymegsiegel.com
mailto:wendy@wendyarts.com
http://www.kinderart.com/recycle/
http://www.thegreenparent.com/2008/03/30/make-your-own-recycled-paper/
http://holidays.kaboose.com/earth-day/
http://environmental-activism.suite101.com/article.cfm/earth-day-celebration
http://savetheearthforkids.com/
http://sharedeasel.blogspot.com/
http://www.squidoo.com/buddhaart
http://www.squidoo.com/southwestart
http://www.squidoo.com/justcreate

